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What is claimed is: 

1 . A method for screening for the presence of a clinically relevant amount of 
bacteria in donor blood or blood product from a cJonor mammal for transfer to a recipient 
mammal comprising contacting a sample of the donor blood or blood product with a set of 
binding agents, wherein the set of binding agents comprises binding agents that specifically bind 
to a Gram-negative bacterial antigen and /inding agents that specifically bind to a Gram-positive 
bacterial antigen, and determining binding of the set of binding agents to the sample, wherein 
binding indicates the presence of a clfoically relevant amount of bacteria in the donor blood or 
blood product and no binding indijz^tes the absence of a clinicaUy relevant amount of bacteria in 
the donor blood or blood produc 



2. The method of claim 1 , whereuahe-^OTRTBIoodo^ product from the donor 
lammal determined to have,an-ab§enceof a clinically relevant amount of bacteria is transferred 
to the recipiept-nisfimnal. 




liJ 3. The method of claim 1, wherein the donor bloodX blood product is selected from 

y 15 the group consisting of whole blood, leukocytes, hematoppi^ic stem ceUs, platelets, red blood 
%ii cells, plasma, and serum. 

1=^ 4. The method of claim 1 , wherein^e binding agents that specifically bind to the 

Q Gram-negative bacterial antigen specificaljy^ind to the lipopolysaccharide structure of the 
Gram-negative bacteria. 

20 ' 5. The method of clmxh 1 , wherein the binding agents that specifically bind to the 

Gram-positive bacterial antigeF^specifically bind to the Upotechoic acid structure of the Gram- 
positive bacteria. 

6. The me^od of claim 1, wherein the set of binding agents is immobilized on a 
solid-phase support^ 

25 \ 7. A method for screening for the presence of a clinically relevant amount of Gram- 
positive bacteria in donor blooci or blood product from a donor mammal for transfer to a 
ecipient mammal comprisin ^contacting a sample of the donor blood or blood product with a set 
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of binding agents, wherein the set of bindin/agents comprises binding agents that specificaUy 
bind to a Gram-positive bacterial antigen, /nd determining binding of the set of binding agents to 
the sample, wherein binding indicates thy^presence of a clinically relevant amount of Gram- 
positive bacteria in the donor blood or Blood product and no binding indicates the absence of a 
clinically relevant amount of Gram-pc/sitive bacteria in the donor blood or blood product 



8. A method for screenfcg for the presence of a clinically relevant amount of Gram- 
negative bacteria in donor blood or blood product from a donor mammal for transfer to a 
recipient mammal comprising coTntacting a sample of the donor blood or blood product with a set 
of binding agents, wherein the let of binding agents comprises binding agents that specifically 

10 bind to a Gram-negative bact/rial antigen, and determining binding of the set of binding agents 
to the sample, wherein bindmg indicates the presence of a clinically relevant amount of Gram- 
negative bacteria in the dohor blood or blood product and no binding indicates the absence of a 
clinically relevant amoui/t of Gram-negative bacteria in the donor blood or blood product. 

9. A kit for screening for the presence of a cliiucally relevant amount of bacteria in 
15 donor blood or blood product from a donor mammal for t/ansfer to a recipient mammal 

comprising a set of binding agents, wherein the set of binding agents comprises binding agents 
that specifically bind to a Gram-negative bacterial anfigen and binding agents that specifically 
bind to a Gram-positive bacterial antigeiWd/a means for detecting binding of the set of binding 

bod product, wherein binding indicates the presence 
20 of a clinically relevant amount of bacterid irfthar donor blood or blood product and no binding 
indicates the absence of a clinically relevant a^ount of bacteria in the donor blood or blood 
product. 

10. The kit of claim 9, wherein ihe donor blood or blood product from the donor 
mammal determined to have an absence ^f a clinically relevant amount of bacteria is transferred 

25 to the recipient mammal. 

1 1 . The kit of claim 9, wh^ein the set of binding agents is immobilized on a solid- 
phase support. 
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12. A kit for screening for the presence of a clinically relevant ^ount of Gram- 
positive bacteria in donor blood or blood product from a donor mammarfor transfer to a 
recipient mammal comprising a set of binding agents, wherein the se/ af binding agents 
comprises binding agents that specifically bind to a Gram-positive/bacterial antigen, and a means 

5 for detecting binding of the set of binding agents to a sample of p\e donor blood or the donor 
blood product, wherein binding indicates the presence of a clMcally relevant amount of Gram- 
positive bacteria in the donor blood or blood product and nt/binding indicates the absence of a 
clinically relevant amount of Gram-positiy( ; bacteria in the donor blood or blood product. 

13. A kit for screening for thei^ esence of/a cUnically relevant amount of Gram- 
10 negative bacteria in donor blood or blood product flfom a donor mammal for transfer to a 

recipient mammal comprising a set of binding aafints, wherein the set of binding agents 
comprises binding agents that specifically bind/to a Gram-negative bacterial antigen, and a 
means for detecting binding of the set of bindmg agents to a sample of the donor blood or blood 
product, wherein binding indicates the presehce of a clinically relevant amount of Gram-negative 
15 bacteria in the donor blood or blood product and no binding indicates the absence of a clinically 
relevant amount of Gram-negative bactem in the donor blood or blood product. 

14. A method for screening for the presence'of a clinically relevant amount of 
bacteria in a donor tissue from a donor mammal for oiansfer to a recipient mammal, wherein the 
donor tissue is stored in a fluid, comprising contactiflg a sample of the fluid with a set of binding 

20 agents, wherein the set of binding agents comprises binding agents that specifically bind to a 
Gram-negative bacterial antigen and binding agdits that specifically bind to a Gram-positive 
bacterial antigen, and determining binding of tte set of binding agents to the sample, wherein 
binding indicates the presence of a clinically relevant amount of bacteria in the donor tissue and 
no binding indicates the absence of a clinical/y relevant amount of bacteria in the donor tissue. 

15. The method of claim 14, ^N^x^^^^jieittSf^^ determined to have an absence 
oF^clinically relevant_apQiiftt'0f'5acteria is transferred to the second mammal 



16. The method of claim 14, wherein the^oiior tissue is selected from the group 
^IajPa consisting of lung, heart, liver, skin, kidney, papcfeas, spleen, and bone marrow. 
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17. A method for screening for the presence of a clinically relevanj/mount of Gram- 
positive bacteria in a donor tissue from a donor mammal for transfer to a recipient mammal, 
wherein the donor tissue is stored in a fluid, comprising contacting a sample of fluid with a set of 
binding agents, wherein the set of binding agents comprises binding agents that specifically bind 
to a Gram-positive bacterial antigen, and determining binding of the set of binding agents to the 
sample, wherein binding indicates the presence of a clinically relevant amount of Gram-positive 
bacteria in the donor tissue and no binding indicates the absence of a clinically relevant amount 
of Gram-positive bacteria in the donor tissue. / 

18. A method for screening for the presence di a clinically relevant amount of Gram- 
negative bacteria in a donor tissue from a donor mammal for transfer to a recipient mammal, 
wherein the donor tissue is stored in a fluid, comprisfag contacting a sample of the fluid with a 
set of binding agents, wherein the set of binding a^nts comprises binding agents that 
specifically bind to a Gram- negative bacterial antigen, and determining binding of the set of 
binding agents to the sample, wherein binding indicates the presence of a clinically relevant 
amount of Gram- negative bacteria in the donor tissue and no binding indicates the absence of a 
clinically relevant amount of Gram-negati^ bacteria in the donor tissue. 

19. A kit for screening for the presence of a clinically relevant amount of bacteria in a 
donor tissue from a donor mammal for transfer to a recipient mammal, wherein the donor tissue 
is stored in a fluid, comprising a set of binding agents, whereix/the set of binding agents 
comprises binding agents that specifically bind to a Gram-negative bacterial antigen and binding 
agents that specifically bind to a Gram-positive bacterial a/tigen, and a means for detecting 
binding of the set of binding agents to a safiiaple of the fluid, wherein binding indicates the 
presence of a clinically relevant amount oAwfcteria in tHe donor tissue and no binding indicates 
the absence of a clinically relevant amountiof bacteria/in the donor tissue. 

20. The kit of claim 19, wherein the donor tissue determined to have an absence of a 
cUnically relevant amount of bacteria is transferrea to a recipient mammal. 

21. A kit for screening for the presence of a clinically relevant amount of Gram- 
positive bacteria in a donor tissue firom a dono/ mammal for transfer to a recipient mammal, 
wherein the donor tissue is stored in a fluid, obmprising a set of binding agents, wherein the set 



-57- 



of binding agents comprises binding agents that specifically bind to4 Gram-positive bacterial 
antigen, and a means for detecting binding of the set of binding agents to a sample of the fluid, 
wherein binding indicates the presence of a clinically relevantimount of Gram-positive bacteria 
in the donor tissue and no binding indicates the absence of a/fclinically relevant amount of Gram- 
positive bacteria in the donor tissue. A I 



11. A kit for screening for the pre^ilce of ayclinically relevant amount of Gram- 
negative bacteria in a donor tissue from a donor raanitoal for transfer to a recipient mammal, 
wherein the donor tissue is stored in a fluid, compri/ing a set of binding agents, wherein the set 
of binding agents comprises binding agents that specifically bind to a Gram-negative bacterial 
antigen, and a means for detecting binding of th/ set of binding agents to a sample of the fluid, 
wherein binding indicates the presence of a clmically relevant amount of Gram-negative bacteria 
in the donor tissue and no binding indicates the absence of a clinically relevant amount of Gram- 
negative bacteria in the donor tissue. / 
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